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Portrait of My Body Phillip Lopate 1996 Essays comment upon fatherhood,
fathers, and things paternal, the Holocaust, moviegoing, and the birth of the
author's daughter
The Made-Up Self Carl H. Klaus 2010-04-15 The human presence that animates
the personal essay is surely one of the most beguiling of literary phenomena, for
it comes across in so familiar a voice that it’s easy to believe we are listening to
the author rather than a textual stand-in. But the “person” in a personal essay
is always a written construct, a fabricated character, its confessions and
reminiscences as rehearsed as those of any novelist. In this first book-length
study of the personal essay, Carl Klaus unpacks this made-up self and the
manifold ways in which a wide range of essayists and essays have brought it to
life. By reconceiving the most fundamental aspect of the personal essay—the I of
the essayist—Klaus demonstrates that this seemingly uncontrived form of
writing is inherently problematic, not willfully devious but bordering upon the
world of fiction. He develops this key idea by explaining how structure, style,
and voice determine the nature of a persona and our perception of it in the works
of such essayists as Michel de Montaigne, Charles Lamb, E. B. White, and Virginia
Woolf. Realizing that this persona is shaped by the force of culture and the
impress of personal experience, he explores the effects of both upon the point of
view, content, and voice of such essayists as George Orwell, Nancy Mairs,
Richard Rodriguez, and Alice Walker. Throughout, in full command of the history
of the essay, he calls up numerous passages in which essayists themselves
acknowledge the element of impersonation in their work, drawing upon the
perspectives of Joan Didion, Edward Hoagland, Joyce Carol Oates, Leslie Marmon
Silko, Scott Russell Sanders, Annie Dillard, Vivian Gornick, Loren Eiseley, James
Baldwin, and a host of other literary guides. Finally, adding yet another layer
to the made-up self, Klaus succumbs to his addiction to the personal essay by
placing some of the different selves that various essayists have called forth in
him within the essays that he has crafted so carefully for this book. Making his
way from one essay to the next with a persona variously learned, whimsical,
and poignant, he enacts the palimpsest of ways in which the made-up self comes
to life in the work of a single essayist. Thus over the course of this highly
original, beautifully structured study, the personal essay is revealed to be more
complex than many readers have supposed. With its lively analyses and
illuminating examples, The Made-Up Self will speak to anyone who wishes to
understand—or to write—personal essays.
The Contemporary American Essay Phillip Lopate 2021-08-03 A dazzling
anthology of essays by some of the best writers of the past quarter
century—from Barry Lopez and Margo Jefferson to David Sedaris and Samantha
Irby—selected by acclaimed essayist Phillip Lopate. The first decades of the
twenty-first century have witnessed a blossoming of creative nonfiction. In this
extraordinary collection, Phillip Lopate gathers essays by forty-seven of
America’s best contemporary writers, mingling long-established eminences with
newer voices and making room for a wide variety of perspectives and styles. The
Contemporary American Essay is a monument to a remarkably adaptable form and
a treat for anyone who loves fantastic writing. Hilton Als • Nicholson Baker •
Thomas Beller • Sven Birkerts • Eula Biss • Mary Cappello • Anne Carson • Terry
Castle • Alexander Chee • Teju Cole • Bernard Cooper • Sloane Crosley • Charles
D’Ambrosio • Meghan Daum • Brian Doyle • Geoff Dyer • Lina Ferreira • Lynn Freed •
Rivka Galchen • Ross Gay • Louise Gl ck • Emily Fox Gordon • Patricia Hampl •
Aleksandar Hemon • Samantha Irby • Leslie Jamison • Margo Jefferson • Laura Kipnis
• David Lazar • Yiyun Li • Phillip Lopate • Barry Lopez • Thomas Lynch • John
McPhee • Ander Monson • Eileen Myles • Maggie Nelson • Meghan O’Gieblyn • Joyce
Carol Oates • Darryl Pinckney • Lia Purpura • Karen Russell • David Sedaris •
Shifra Sharlin • David Shields • Floyd Skloot • Rebecca Solnit • Clifford
Thompson • Wesley Yang An Anchor Original.
The Art of the Essay Leslie A. Fiedler 1969
Mencken Chrestomathy H.L. Mencken 2012-03-07 Edited and annotated by H.L.M.,
this is a selection from his out-of-print writings. They come mostly from
books—the six installments of the Prejudices series, A Book of Burlesques, In
Defense of Women, Notes on Democracy, Making a President, A Book of Calumny,
Treatise on Right and Wrong—but there are also magazine and newspaper pieces
that never got between covers (from the American Mercury, the Smart Set, and
the Baltimore Evening Sun) and some notes that were never previously published
at all. Readers will find edification and amusement in his estimates of a variety of
Americans—Woodrow Wilson, Aimee Semple McPherson, Roosevelt I and
Roosevelt II, James Gibbons Huneker, Rudolph Valentino, Calvin Coolidge, Ring
Lardner, Theodore Dreiser, and Walt Whitman. Those musically inclined will
enjoy his pieces on Beethoven, Schubert, and Wagner, and there is material for a
hundred controversies in his selections on Joseph Conrad, Thorstein Veblen,
Nietzsche, and Madame Blavatsky.
Infinite Jest David Foster Wallace 2011-04-14 'A writer of virtuostic talents
who can seemingly do anything' New York Times 'Wallace is a superb comedian of

Against Joie de Vivre 2008-12-01 ?Over the years I have developed a distaste
for the spectacle of joie de vivre, the knack of knowing how to live,? begins the
title essay by Phillip Lopate. This rejoinder to the cult of hedonism and forced
conviviality moves from a critique of the false sentimentalization of children
and the elderly to a sardonic look at the social rite of the dinner party, on to a
moving personal testament to the ?hungry soul.?
Lopate?s special gift is his
ability to give us not only sophisticated cultural commentary in a dazzling
collection of essays but also to bring to his subjects an engaging honesty and
openness that invite us to experience the world along with him. Also included
here are Lopate?s inspiring account of his production of Chekhov?s Uncle Vanya
with a group of preadolescents, a look at the tradition of the personal essay,
and a soul-searching piece on the suicide of a schoolteacher and its effect on his
students and fellow teachers.
By turns humorous, learned, celebratory, and
elegiac, Lopate displays a keen intelligence and a flair for language that turn
bits of common, everyday life into resonant narrative. This collection maintains
a conversational charm while taking the contemporary personal essay to a new
level of complexity and candor.
An Apology for Idlers Robert Louis Stevenson 2009-08-27 An irresistible
invitation to reject the work ethic and enjoy life's simple pleasures (such as
laughing, drinking and lying in the open air), Robert Louis Stevenson's witty and
seminal essay on the joys of idleness is accompanied here by his writings on, among
other things, growing old, visiting unpleasant places and the overwhelming
experience of falling in love. Throughout history, some books have changed the
world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves - and each other. They
have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have enlightened,
outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives - and destroyed them.
Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are
Impossible Owls Brian Phillips 2018-10-02 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER.
SEMI-FINALIST FOR THE PEN/DIAMONSTEIN-SPIELVOGEL AWARD FOR ART OF
THE ESSAY. One of Amazon, Buzzfeed, ELLE, Electric Literature and Pop Sugar's
Best Books of 2018. Named one of the Best Books of October and Fall by
Amazon, Buzzfeed, TIME, Vulture, The Millions and Vol. 1 Brooklyn. “Hilarious,
nimble, and thoroughly illuminating.” —Colson Whitehead, author of The
Underground Railroad A globe-spanning, ambitious book of essays from one of
the most enthralling storytellers in narrative nonfiction In his highly anticipated
debut essay collection, Impossible Owls, Brian Phillips demonstrates why he’s
one of the most iconoclastic journalists of the digital age, beloved for his
ambitious, off-kilter, meticulously reported essays that read like novels. The
eight essays assembled here—five from Phillips’s Grantland and MTV days, and
three new pieces—go beyond simply chronicling some of the modern world’s most
uncanny, unbelievable, and spectacular oddities (though they do that, too).
Researched for months and even years on end, they explore the interconnectedness
of the globalized world, the consequences of history, the power of myth, and the
ways people attempt to find meaning. He searches for tigers in India, and uncovers
a multigenerational mystery involving an oil tycoon and his niece turned
stepdaughter turned wife in the Oklahoma town where he grew up. Through each
adventure, Phillips’s remarkable voice becomes a character itself—full of verve,
rich with offhanded humor, and revealing unexpected vulnerability. Dogged, selfaware, and radiating a contagious enthusiasm for his subjects, Phillips is an
exhilarating guide to the confusion and wonder of the world today. If John
Jeremiah Sullivan’s Pulphead was the last great collection of New Journalism
from the print era, Impossible Owls is the first of the digital age.
On the Pleasure of Hating William Hazlitt 2005-09-06 William Hazlitt's
tough, combative writings on subjects ranging from slavery to the imagination,
boxing matches to the monarchy, established him as one of the greatest radicals
of his age and have inspired journalists and political satirists ever since.
Writing & Selling Short Stories & Personal Essays Windy Harris 2017-09-19
Write It Short, Sell It Now Short stories and personal essays have never been
hotter--or more crucial for a successful writing career. Earning bylines in
magazines and literary journals is a terrific way to get noticed and earn future
opportunities in both short- and long-form writing. Writing & Selling Short
Stories & Personal Essays capitalizes on the popularity of these genres by
instructing on the two key steps to publishing short works: crafting excellent
pieces and successfully submitting them. You'll learn how to: • Develop different
craft elements--including point of view, character, dialogue, scene writing, and
more--specifically for short stories and essays. • Recognize the qualities of
excellent short works, using examples from recently published stories and essays
in major journals. • Understand the business of writing short, from categorizing
your work and meeting submission guidelines to networking and submitting to
writing contests. • Master the five-step process for submitting and selling like a
pro. Featuring advice and examples from a multitude of published authors,
Writing & Selling Short Stories & Personal Essays is a must-have for any
the-art-of-the-personal-essay-phillip-lopate
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culture . . . his exuberance and intellectual impishness are a delight' James Wood,
Guardian 'He induces the kind of laughter which, when read in bed with a sleeping
partner, wakes said sleeping partner up . . . He's damn good' Nicholas Lezard,
Guardian 'One of the best books about addiction and recovery to appear in
recent memory' Sunday Times Somewhere in the not-so-distant future the
residents of Ennet House, a Boston halfway house for recovering addicts, and
students at the nearby Enfield Tennis Academy are ensnared in the search for the
master copy of Infinite Jest, a movie said to be so dangerously entertaining its
viewers become entranced and expire in a state of catatonic bliss . . .
The Art of the Personal Essay Phillip Lopate 1995 Essays by writers
representing various cultures and eras, from ancient Greece to the present,
include works by Seneca, Thoreau, Dillard, Vidal, and Orwell.
Writing Creative Nonfiction Carolyn Forche 2008-06-05 Annie Dillard, Grace
Paley, and Lee Gutkind are among more than thirty writers and teachers
affiliated with the Associated Writing Programs who use examples from his or
her own work to introduce the craft of creative nonfiction.
Breakfast at Sotheby's Philip Hook 2013-11-07 Breakfast at Sotheby's is a
wry, intimate, truly insider-y exploration of how art acquires its financial
value, from Philip Hook, a senior director at Sotheby's When you stand in front
of a work of art in a museum or exhibition, the first two questions you
normally ask yourself are 1) Do I like it? And 2) Who's it by? When you stand in
front of a work of art in an auction room or dealer's gallery, you ask these
two questions followed by others: how much is it worth? how much will it be
worth in five or ten years' time? and what will people think of me if they see it
hanging on my wall? Breakfast at Sotheby's is a guide to how people reach
answers to such questions, and how in the process art is given a financial value.
Fascinating and highly subjective, built on thirty-five years' experience of the art
market, Philip Hook explores the artist and his hinterland (including -isms, middlebrow artists, Gericault and suicides), subject and style (from abstract art and
banality through surrealism and war), "wall-power", provenance and market
weather, in which the trade of the art market is examined and at one point
compared to the football transfer market. Comic, revealing, piquant, splendid
and absurd, Breakfast at Sotheby's is a book of pleasure and intelligent
observation, as engaged with art as it is with the world that surrounds it.
Philip Hook is a director and senior paintings specialist at Sotheby's. He has
worked in the art world for thirty-five years during which time he has also been
a director of Christie's and an international art dealer. He is the author of five
novels and two works of art history, including The Ultimate Trophy, a history
of the Impressionist Painting. Hook has appeared regularly on television, from
1978-2003 on the BBC's Antiques Roadshow.
Writing New York Phillip Lopate 2000 Presents a literary portrait of the city
of New York through the eyes of more than a hundred writers, from Washington
Irving to Oscar Hijuelos.
Totally, Tenderly, Tragically Phillip Lopate 1998 Essays written over a
period of thirty years evaluate the contributions of great filmmakers and noted
critics, and address the question of whether movies can think
Notes on Sontag Phillip Lopate 2009-03-09 Notes on Sontag is a frank, witty,
and entertaining reflection on the work, influence, and personality of one of the
"foremost interpreters of . . . our recent contemporary moment." Adopting
Sontag's favorite form, a set of brief essays or notes that circle around a
topic from different perspectives, renowned essayist Phillip Lopate considers the
achievements and limitations of his tantalizing, daunting subject through what is
fundamentally a conversation between two writers. Reactions to Sontag tend
to be polarized, but Lopate's account of Sontag's significance to him and to the
culture over which she loomed is neither hagiography nor hatchet job. Despite
admiring and being inspired by her essays, he admits a persistent ambivalence about
Sontag. Lopate also describes the figure she cut in person through a series of
wry personal anecdotes of his encounters with her over the years. Setting out
from middle-class California to invent herself as a European-style intellectual,
Sontag raised the bar of critical discourse and offered up a model of a
freethinking, imaginative, and sensual woman. But while crediting her successes,
Lopate also looks at how her taste for aphorism and the radical high ground
led her into exaggerations that could do violence to her own common sense, and
how her ambition to be seen primarily as a novelist made her undervalue her
brilliant essays. Honest yet sympathetic, Lopate's engaging evaluation reveals
a Sontag who was both an original and very much a person of her time.
The Contemporary American Essay Phillip Lopate 2021-08 "The first decades of
the twenty-first century have witnessed a blossoming of creative nonfiction. In
this extraordinary collection, Phillip Lopate gathers essays by forty-seven of
America's best contemporary writers, mingling long-established eminences with
newer voices and making room for a wide variety of perspectives and styles. The
Contemporary American Essay is a monument to a remarkably adaptable form and
a treat for anyone who loves fantastic writing"-The Rug Merchant Phillip Lopate 1988 A one-time graduate student who took
over his uncle's New York rug store, middle-aged Cyrus Irani faces a harsh
world with his customary old-world grace as he is lead from sex clubs to the
Zoroastrian temple
The Situation and the Story Vivian Gornick 2002-10-11 A guide to the art of
personal writing, by the author of Fierce Attachments and The End of the Novel
of Love All narrative writing must pull from the raw material of life a tale
that will shape experience, transform event, deliver a bit of wisdom. In a story
or a novel the "I" who tells this tale can be, and often is, an unreliable narrator
but in nonfiction the reader must always be persuaded that the narrator is
speaking truth. How does one pull from one's own boring, agitated self the
truth-speaker who will tell the story a personal narrative needs to tell? That
is the question The Situation and the Story asks--and answers. Taking us on a
reading tour of some of the best memoirs and essays of the past hundred years,
the-art-of-the-personal-essay-phillip-lopate

Gornick traces the changing idea of self that has dominated the century, and
demonstrates the enduring truth-speaker to be found in the work of writers as
diverse as Edmund Gosse, Joan Didion, Oscar Wilde, James Baldwin, or Marguerite
Duras. This book, which grew out of fifteen years teaching in MFA programs, is
itself a model of the lucid intelligence that has made Gornick one of our most
admired writers of nonfiction. In it, she teaches us to write by teaching us how
to read: how to recognize truth when we hear it in the writing of others and in
our own.
Contemporary Creative Nonfiction Bill Roorbach 2001 The most inclusive
collection of creative nonfiction available, Contemporary Creative Nonfiction:
The Art of Truth is the only anthology that brings together examples of all
three of the main forms in the genre: the literary memoir, the personal essay, and
literary journalism. Featuring a generous and diverse sampling of more than sixty
works, this collection includes beautiful, disturbing, and instructive works of
literary memoir by such writers as Mary McCarthy, Annie Dillard, and Judy Ruiz;
smart, funny, and moving personal essays by authors ranging from E.B. White to
Phillip Lopate to Ntozake Shange; and incisive, vivid, and quirky examples of
literary journalism by Truman Capote, Barbara Ehrenreich, Sebastian Junger, and
many others. This unique volume also contains examples of captivating nature
writing, exciting literary travel writing, brilliant essays in science, surprising
creative cultural criticism, and moving literary diaries and journals,
incorporating several classic selections to set a context for the contemporary
work. The editor's general introduction and introductions to each of the five
sections provide useful definitions, crucial history, critical context, and
abundant issues to debate. Ideal for undergraduate and graduate courses in
creative nonfiction, literary journalism, essay writing, and all levels of
composition, Contemporary Creative Nonfiction: The Art of Truth is also an
essential resource for all nonfiction writers, from novices to professionals.
The Cambridge Companion to Philip Roth Timothy Parrish 2007-01-04 From the
moment that his debut book, Goodbye, Columbus (1959), won him the National
Book Award, Philip Roth has been among the most influential and controversial
writers of our age. Now the author of more than twenty novels, numerous
stories, two memoirs, and two books of literary criticism, Roth has used his
writing to continually reinvent himself and in doing so to remake the American
literary landscape. This Companion provides the most comprehensive introduction
to his works and thought in a collection of newly commissioned essays from
distinguished scholars. Beginning with the urgency of Roth's early fiction and
extending to the vitality of his most recent novels, these essays trace Roth's
artistic engagement with questions about ethnic identity, postmodernism, Israel,
the Holocaust, sexuality, and the human psyche itself. With its chronology and
guide to further reading, this Companion will be essential for new and returning
Roth readers, students and scholars.
Confessions of Summer Phillip Lopate 1979
Keywords in Creative Writing Wendy Bishop 2006-01-15 Wendy Bishop and
David Starkey have created a remarkable resource volume for creative writing
students and other writers just getting started. In two- to ten-page
discussions, these authors introduce forty-one central concepts in the fields of
creative writing and writing instruction, with discussions that are accessible
yet grounded in scholarship and years of experience. Keywords in Creative Writing
provides a brief but comprehensive introduction to the field of creative writing
through its landmark terms, exploring concerns as abstract as postmodernism
and identity politics alongside very practical interests of beginning writers, like
contests, agents, and royalties. This approach makes the book ideal for the
college classroom as well as the writer’s bookshelf, and unique in the field,
combining the pragmatic accessibility of popular writer’s handbooks, with a
wider, more scholarly vision of theory and research.
Shadow Baby Alison McGhee 2009-09-22 A young girl forms an unforgettable
friendship with an elderly neighbor while searching for answers about her family's
past in this national bestseller and Pulitzer Prize nominee. Eleven-year-old Clara
is struggling to find the truth about her missing father and grandfather and her
twin sister, dead at birth, but her mother steadfastly refuses to talk about
these people who are lost to her daughter. When Clara begins interviewing Georg
Kominsky, a lone old man, for a school biography assignment, she finds that he is
equally reticent about his own concealed history. Precocious and imaginative,
the girl invents version upon version of Mr. Kominsky's past, just as she invents
lives for the people missing from her own shadowy past. The journey of discovery
that these two oddly matched people embark upon is at the heart of this
beautiful story about friendship and communion, about discovering what matters
most in life, and about the search to find the missing pieces of ourselves. McGhee's
prose glistens with shrewd truth and wild imaginings, creating a novel that will
reverberate in the hearts and minds of readers long after the book is finished.
Writing Personal Essays Sheila Bender 2002-01-01 Shelia Bender shows readers
how to find the common threads in their lives, the threads that tie the episodes of
their lives to the larger web of human emotion and existence. No topic is dull or
taboo. Personal stories are important, and Bender shows how to tell them in the
reader's own voice. Also includes a chapter on publishing, how to find the right
place to send essays, and how to present work to editors.
Caligula and Three Other Plays Albert Camus 2012-08-08 Also includes The
Misunderstanding, State of Siege, and The Just Assassins. Translated by Stuart
Gilbert.
To Show and to Tell Phillip Lopate 2013-02-12 Distinguished author Phillip
Lopate, editor of the celebrated anthology The Art of the Personal Essay, is
universally acclaimed as “one of our best personal essayists” (Dallas Morning
News). Here, combining more than forty years of lessons from his storied career
as a writer and professor, he brings us this highly anticipated nuts-and-bolts
guide to writing literary nonfiction. A phenomenal master class shaped by
Lopate’s informative, accessible tone and immense gift for storytelling, To Show
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and To Tell reads like a long walk with a favorite professor—refreshing,
insightful, and encouraging in often unexpected ways.
The Encyclopaedia Britannica 2020-12-15 This book has been considered by
academicians and scholars of great significance and value to literature. This
forms a part of the knowledge base for future generations. So that the book is
never forgotten we have represented this book in a print format as the same form
as it was originally first published. Hence any marks or annotations seen are left
intentionally to preserve its true nature.
The Glorious American Essay Phillip Lopate 2020-11-17 "Not only an
education but a joy. This is a book for the ages." --Rivka Galchen A monumental,
canon-defining anthology of three centuries of American essays, from Cotton
Mather and Benjamin Franklin to David Foster Wallace and Zadie Smith. The essay
form is an especially democratic one, and many of the essays Phillip Lopate has
gathered here address themselves--sometimes critically--to American values.
Even in those that don't, one can detect a subtext about being American. The
Founding Fathers and early American writers self-consciously struggle to
establish a recognizable national culture. The shining stars of the mid-nineteenthcentury American Renaissance no longer lack confidence but face new reckonings
with the oppression of blacks and women. The New World tradition of nature
writing runs from Audubon, Thoreau, and John Muir to Rachel Carson and Annie
Dillard. Marginalized groups in all periods use the essay to assert or to
complicate notions of identity. Lopate has cast his net intentionally wide,
embracing critical, personal, political, philosophical, humorous, literary,
polemical, and autobiographical essays, and making room for sermons, letters,
speeches, and columns dealing with a wide variety of subjects. Americans by birth
as well as immigrants appear here, famous essayists alongside writers more
celebrated for fiction or poetry. The result is an extensive overview of the
endless riches of the American essay.
A Mother's Tale Phillip Lopate 2018-07-18 Oral autobiography of Frances
Lopate from 1984 taped conversations.
Getting Personal Phillip Lopate 2008-11-05 From the man who is practically
synonymous with the form of the modern personal essay comes a delightful
collection of prose, poems, and never-before-published pieces that span his career
as an essayist, novelist, poet, film critic, father, son, and husband. Organized in
six parts (Childhood; Youth; Early Marriage and Bachelorhood; Teaching and
Work; Fiction; Politics, Religion, Movies, Books, Cities; The Style of Middle Age)
Getting Personal tells two stories: the development of Lopate's career as a
writer and the story of his life.
Bachelorhood Tales of the Metropolis 2016
The Making of the American Essay John D'Agata 2016-03-15 For two decades,
essayist John D'Agata has been exploring the contours of the essay through a
series of innovative, informative, and expansive anthologies that have become
foundational texts in the study of the genre. The breakthrough first volume, The
Next American Essay, highlighted major work from 1974 to 2003, while the
second, The Lost Origins of the Essay, showcased the essay's ancient and
international forebears. Now, with The Making of the American Essay, D'Agata
concludes his monumental tour of this inexhaustible form, with selections
ranging from Anne Bradstreet's secular prayers to Washington Irving's satires,
Emily Dickinson's love letters to Kenneth Goldsmith's catalogues, Gertrude
Stein's portraits to James Baldwin's and Norman Mailer's meditations on boxing.
Across the anthologies, D'Agata's introductions to each selection-intimate and
brilliantly provocative throughout-serve as an extended treatise, collectively
forming the backbone of the trilogy. He uncovers new stories in the American
essay's past, and shows us that some of the most fiercely daring writers in the
American literary canon have turned to the essay in order to produce our
culture's most exhilarating art. The Making of the American Essay offers the
essay at its most varied, unique, and imaginative best, proving that the impulse
to make essays in America is as old and as original as the nation itself.
The Art of the Personal Essay Phillip Lopate 2011-07-12
The Oxford Book of Essays John Gross 2008 The essay is one of the richest of
literary forms. Its most obvious characteristics are freedom, informality, and
the personal touch--though it can also find room for poetry, satire, fantasy,
and sustained argument. All these qualities, and many others, are on display in
The Oxford Book of Essays. The most wide-ranging collection of its kind to
appear for many years, it includes 140 essays by 120 writers: classics,
curiosities, meditations, diversions, old favorites, recent examples that deserve
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to be better known. A particularly welcome feature is the amount of space
allotted to American essayists, from Benjamin Franklin to John Updike and beyond.
This is an anthology that opens with wise words about the nature of truth,
and closes with a consideration of the novels of Judith Krantz. Some of the
other topics discussed in its pages are anger, pleasure, Gandhi, Beau Brummell,
wasps, party-going, gangsters, plumbers, Beethoven, potato crisps, the
importance of being the right size, and the demolition of Westminster Abbey. It
contains The
Crafting
somePersonal
of the most
Essay
eloquent writing in English, and some of the most
entertaining.
The Complete Personal Essays of Robert Louis Stevenson Trenton B. Olsen
2021-05-19 For all of Robert Louis Stevenson’s achievements in fiction, many
of his contemporaries thought of him primarily as an essayist. His essays, known
for their intellectual substance, emotional force, and stylistic vitality, were
widely considered the best of their time. Despite the importance of Stevenson’s
nonfiction, his personal essays—70 in total—have never been printed together in
a single volume until now. Stevenson’s essays explore a range of topics from
illness and evolution to marriage and dreams, and from literal and literary
travel to the behavior of children and the character of dogs. Grappling with
many of the cultural, ethical, and existential questions of his age, he resists
dogma to draw fresh conclusions. Stevenson examines beggars and university
students, immigrants and engineers, invalids and nurses, outlining his own
colorful life story and unique approach to "the art of living" along the way.
Whereas the most common and widely available versions of these texts were
modified after Stevenson’s death, this volume gathers his personal essays, many
of which have never appeared in any modern edition, in their authorized versions.
These essays are still considered classic models of the form, and in this volume,
the Editor presents them alongside an introduction and notes to assist in a
rereading and reappreciation that is long overdue.
Dinty W. Moore 2010-08-11 Award winning
essayist Scott Russell Sanders once compared the art of essay writing to "the
pursuit of mental rabbits"—a rambling through thickets of thought in search of
some brief glimmer of fuzzy truth. While some people persist in the belief that
essays are stuffy and antiquated, the truth is that the personal essay is an
ever-changing creative medium that provides an ideal vehicle for satisfying the
human urge to document truths as we experience them and share them with
others—to capture a bit of life on paper. Crafting the Personal Essay is designed
to help you explore the flexibility and power of the personal essay in your own
writing. This hands-on, creativity-expanding guide will help you infuse your
nonfiction with honesty, personality, and energy. You'll discover: • An
exploration of the basics of essay writing • Ways to step back and scrutinize
your experiences in order to separate out what may be fresh, powerful, surprising
or fascinating to a reader • How to move past private "journaling" and write
for an audience • How to write eight different types of essays including memoir,
travel, humor, and nature essays among others • Instruction for revision and
strategies for getting published Brimming with helpful examples, exercises, and
sample essays, this indispensable guide will help your personal essays transcend
the merely private to become powerfully universal.
The Golden Age of the American Essay Phillip Lopate 2021-04-06 A one-of-akind anthology of American essays on a wide range of subjects by a dazzling
array of mid-century writers at the top of their form. The three decades that
followed World War II were an exceptionally fertile period for American
essays. The explosion of journals and magazines, the rise of public intellectuals,
and breakthroughs in the arts inspired a flowering of literary culture. At the
same time, the many problems that confronted mid-century America--racism,
sexism, nuclear threat, war, poverty, and environmental degradation among
them--proved fruitful topics for America's best minds. In The Golden Age of the
American Essay, Phillip Lopate assembles a dazzling array of famous writers,
critics, sociologists, theologians, historians, activists, theorists, humorists,
poets, and novelists. Here are writers like James Agee, E. B. White, A. J. Liebling,
Randall Jarrell, and Mary McCarthy, pivoting from the comic indignities of daily
life to world peace, consumerism, and restaurants in Paris. Here is Norman Mailer
on Jackie Kennedy, Vladimir Nabokov on Lolita, Martin Luther King, Jr.'s "Letter
from Birmingham Jail," and Richard Hofstadter's "The Paranoid Style in American
Politics." Here are Gore Vidal, Rachel Carson, James Baldwin, Susan Sontag,
John Updike, Joan Didion, and many more, in a treasury of brilliant writing that
has stood the test of time.
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